
Elements of Vital Statistics. By Arthur Newsholme,
M.D., Lond., F.R.C.P., Examiner in State Medicine to the
University of London, and in Preventive Medicine to the
University of Oxford. Third Edition. London: Swan
Sonnenschein & Co., Ltd. New York: The Macmillan
Company. 1899.
This work is a third edition, the first having been published

in 1889, and it forms almost entirely a new book, although the
general plan remains as hitherto, as the author states in his
preface. He has left out many statistical tables and inserted
a few. In its present form the book will maintain the credit
of the former editions in an enhanced degree. In fact, as a

convenient work for reference, and a guide to those working in
vital statistics, it stands almost alone in our language, no
other recent work certainly approaching it or taking its place.
The author points out many of the fallacies of vital statistics,
and in the close of the work gives a special chapter to this
subject, which ought to be carefully studied by anyone at-
tempting work in this line. All we can say in criticism
is that we wish he had done a little more, as there is an infinite
number of conditions in which errors creep in, and while it
would be impossible to include them all, and perhaps not more
than he has given, there are still one or two points which we

think he might also have made. Thus, he does not especially
mention the error due to special conditions of population that
exist in some countries rather more than in Great Britain,
at least not as fully as we could have wished. At the present
time when so much is made of the increasing frequency of
certain diseases, such cautions as are here given are especially
valuable. We can cordially recommend this work in every re¬

spect, and while the author modestly admits that errors may
have crept in, we believe with him that they are very few.

An Essay on the Nature and Consequences of Anom-
alies of Refraction. By F. C. Donders, M. D., Late
Professor of Physiology and Ophthalmology in the Univer-
sity of Utrecht. (Translated under the supervision of the
Kirschbaum School of Languages and Bureau of Transla-
tion of Philadelphia.) Revised and Edited by Charles A.
Oliver, A.M., M.D., Attending Surgeon to the Wills' Eye
Hospital, Philadelphia. Pp. 81, with portrait and other
illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co.
1899.
In bringing out this interesting essay, the editor has been

animated by a desire to do honor to a man who looms up
among his contemporaries. We may safely call Donders a

great man, for he did much to place ophthalmology on a truly
scientific plane, and in this little brochure are presented the
principles of refraction of the eye that have formed the basis
for the elaborate work done in subsequent decades. It will
certainly prove of interest to the ophthalmic student, and we
may thank the editor that he has shown a "desire to give a

great man greater honor and to offer such a man's work an
increased amount of usefulness."

The Nervous System and its Constituent Neurons. By
Llewellys F. Barker, M.B., Tor., Associate Professor of
Anatomy in the Johns Hopkins University. Illustrated.
New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1899.
The original suggestion of this work was found in a series

of articles by the author which appeared in the N. Y. Medical
Journal during the past two or three years. The subject soon
outgrew the periodic publication and the present volume is the
result. The introductory chapters are those that have already
appeared, revised and brought up to date, but the bulk of the
book is new. In the first part of the volume the newer concep-
tions of the histology of the central and peripheral nervous
system are reviewed. Dr. Barker has no notion that the dis-
coveries of Apathy and Bethe will seriously affect the neuron
theories, but gives considerable space to them in his introduc-
tory chapters. So far as we can judge, he makes his case, and
it seems to be hardly doubtful that the neuron is a permanent
conception in our views of the anatomy of the nervous sys-
tem.

The greater part of the work is new and is devoted to the
description of the neurons in their relations to each other,
their grouping and connections in the complex nervous system
of the higher organisms, man and his fellow mammals. This
forms a treatise of nervous, physiologic anatomy and physiol¬
ogy, more complete and up to date than any other that we
know of in our language, or in fact in any other. While re¬

search is so active in this direction, it is impossible for any
work to go long without revision, but even if there is no future
edition, this will serve for a useful landmark—a text-book
from which all further and later studies may start. The work
is full of illustrations, .the adapted ones duly credited, but a
large proportion original, and all excellent. The literary
references are also very full and complete. Taken altogether
it is a most valuable work of a class that is not as fully re¬

presented in our literature as one could wish.

Asthma: Recent Developments in Its Treatment. By
Ernest Kingscote, M.B., C.M., L.R.C.S., Edin.; Fellow of the
Medical Society of London, etc. Illustrated. London:
Henry J. Glaisher. 1899.
This work gives a special statement of the author's views

of causation of asthma, and more than half of the work is de-
voted to a consideration of cardiac dilatation, with the au-
thor's ideas in regard to it and its connection with the dis-
order, the subject itself being comparatively a minor matter.
Taking it altogether, we are not exactly favorably impressed
with the work, though it may contain some facts and ideas
that will be of service. The publisher's part has been very
elegantly done.
Chirurgie De La Plevre Et Du Poumon. Par Felix Terrier,
Professor a la Faculte de medicine de Paris Chirurgien de
l'H\l=o^\pitalBich\l=a^\t,and E. Reymond, Ancien Interne des
Hopitaux de Paris. 67 Illustrations. Paris: Felix Al-
can. Editeur. 1899.
The authors of this work have reproduced here the lectures

of Professor Terrier, given at the medical school of Paris in
1895 and 1896. The different chapters are devoted to thora-
centesis, purulent pleurisy and pleurotomy, thoracoplasty,
surgery of the pleura, the treatment of wounds of the lungs,
pneumotomy and pneumectomy. The work is well illustrated
and seems to be, within its compass, a very excellent treatment
of its subject.
Rise and Development of Liquefaction of Gases. By
Willett L. Hardin, Ph.D., Harrison Senior Fellow in Chem-
istry in the University of Pennsylvania. New York: The
Macmillan Company. London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd.
1889.
The general interest that has been aroused within the past

year or two in regard to the subject here treated ought to give
such a work rather an extensive range of readers, more, in-
deed, than might be expected for a work that is necessarily
so technical in its nature. The author has done a service to
the public, especially to that part thus interested, in collect-
ing the scattered facts from the literature and bringing them
together in this accessible and clearly stated form. He has
judiciously changed his first intention, as he says, and does
not attempt to give a complete account of gases at low tem-
perature and their industrial application. The book is well
illustrated and will doubtless be well received.

Deaths and Obituaries.
Ernest Diese, M.D., a graduate of the University of Jena,

who for many years practiced his profession at Willow Grove,
Pa., died in Philadelphia, October 31, aged 78.
Dana Woodhbidge, M.D., professor of anatomy and physiol¬

ogy in Williams College, died November 5. He was a graduate
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York City.
C. R. Reed, M.D., Middleport, Ohio, a graduate of Jefferson

Medical College, Philadelphia, 1853, for a number of years a
member of the Association, died October 31, aged 73.
Charles Inslee Pardee, M.D., New York University, 1860,

died November 3, aged 61 years. He was long a resident of
New York City, dean of the old University Medical College for
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twenty-five years, a Civil War veteran and a specialist in dis¬
eases of the eye, ear and throat
Alfred Thomas Drury, M.D., Castleton Medical College,

Vt. (now extinct), 1857, died at his home in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
November 1. He was born in Hull, England, Jan. 8, 1830, and
was the son of a wealthy coal dealer. He was active in prac¬
tice until about five years ago.
Thomas L. Jenks, M.D., Harvard, 1854, formerly a police

commissioner of Boston, dropped dead October 31, in the supe¬
rior criminal court of that city, where he had been called as a
witness. He was president of the North End Savings Bank.
Edward Bleecker, M.D., College of Physicians and Surgeons,

New York City, 1865, died at his home in Whitestone, N. Y.,
November 5. A descendant of Van Vancy, the first recorder
and second mayor of Albany, N. Y., he was born in that city,
Jan. 9, 1S44. The greater part of his life was passed in
Whitestone, where he took an active interest in village affairs,
serving as a member of the Board of Education for twenty-five
years. He also was a promoter of the Flushing Hospital and
the first president of its medical staff.
James L. Tucker, M.D., Chicago, a graduate of Harvard

in 1867, died at his home, November 12, aged 59 years.
J. J. Carroll, M.D., Washington, D.C., died November 5,

aged 40 years. He was a graduate of the Medical Depart¬
ment of Columbian University, serving as a resident physician
at the Children's Hospital two years thereafter. He was

then appointed surgeon in the army and for seven years served
at western army posts, thence returning to Washington.
His death is said to have been due to blood poisoning con¬
tracted during his surgical work in the army.
John A. McCreeiíy, M.D., aged 50 years, and one of the

attending physicians at St. Vincent's Hospital, New York City,
died November 10, after an illness of about three months.
Dr. MeCreery was graduated from the Bellevue Hospital Med
ieal College in 1871, and, going to London to continue his
studies, was graduated from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons there in 1874.
Surgeon Major Samuel Q. Robinson, United States Army,

died at Hot Springs, Ark., November 6. He was born in
Massachusetts, and was appointed an assistant-surgeon on
Jan. 1, 1877, a captain assistant-surgeon, Jan. 9, 1882, and a

surgeon major, May 2, 1896.
Walter J. Hoffman, M.D., died at his birthplace in Read¬

ing, Pa., November 8, aged 53 years. He was a graduate of
Jefferson Medical College, and was formerly identified with
western scientific expeditions and the Smithsonian Institution,
as well as being U. S. Consul at Mannheim, Germany. He
also received decorations from a number of foreign rulers and
scientific bodies.
David K. Allen, M.D., Freetown, N.Y., died October 28,

aged 72....John Bainbridge, M.D., Nashville, Tenn., October
28, aged S5.

. .

. George W. Brundage, M.D., Geneva, N.Y.,
September 23, aged 77....Daniel D. Donovan, M.D., Troy,
N.Y., October 27, aged 28_P. L. Fritz, M.D., Alexandria,
Ind., October 28, aged 35_John W. Kelly. M.D., Washing¬
ton, Pa., October 30, aged 76... .W. C. Taylor M.D., Tangi-
pahoa, La., October 24.

resolutions on death of db. mailly.
The following resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the

Bridgeton (N.J.) Hospital staff, November 1. (See Journal,
September 9, p. 683 ) :

Whereas, The death of Dr. Hamilton Mailly has taken from
the hospital staff of the Bridgeton Hospital one of its most
valued members and,
Whereas, During the time that Dr Mailly had served on the

staff he had by his professional ability and attainments, by his
unfailing courtesy and his always ardent devotion to what he
believed to be right given character and dignity to the hon¬
orable profession of which he was a member;
Resolved, That the staff place on record their sincere regret

at his untimely death as well as their high appreciation of his
many qualities of mind and heart which led them to respect
him as a man and honor him as a physician.
[Signed] John H. Moore,

David H. Oliver,
Ellsmore Stites.

Committee.

New Instrument.
A NEW STERILIZER FOR COUNTRY AND PRIVATE

PRACTICE.
BY HAMILTON FISH, M.D., OURAY, COLO.

In an endeavor to obviate the lack of facilities of the practi-
tioner who is unable to obtain the steam sterilized materials
required by the asceptician in country practice, I have devised
a steam sterilizer that is adjustable to the ordinary household
teakettle and I believe that it will appeal to those practition-
ers who are desirous of obtaining the results attainable only
by a strict adherence to the principles of an aseptic technic.
The apparatus is remarkably simple, inexpensive, easily port-
able\p=m-\itbeing no larger than a physician's gripsack\p=m-\andits
sterilizing properties as efficient as the more expensive and
cumbrous apparatus. Its great advantage is that it is easily
portable and always ready for use where a teakettle of boiling
water is obtainable.
Dressings may be packed and sterilized in this instrument

at the physician's house and kept ready for immediate use
in the dressing of accidental injuries or for the performance
of emergency operations at a distance.
The apparatus consists of a double copper cylinder, two

removable wire meshed frames—between which are placed the
materials for sterilization—a cone-shaped adjuster fitting to
the cylinder so that, when in use, it may be adjusted to the
mouth of any sized, teakettle, and when not in use is reversible
within the lower end of the cylinder, and two tightly fitting
dome-shaped covers.

When it is to be used for the sterilization of dressings,
towels, etc., the articles are placed within the cylinder and rest
on the lower wire frame, the upper frame being placed over
them, the top cover applied, the adjuster removed and ad¬
justed to the lower end of the cylinder and to the mouth of
the teakettle. The kettle spout is plugged with a tightly
fitting cork and the steam under pressure passes through the
dressings and congeals on the inner surface- of the dome-
shaped cover, which it follows to the sides, and then the water
of condensation is returned through the space between the
cylinders to the kettle. The dressings are found quite dry
after a sterilization of from one-half to one hour, but should
they be too moist the adjuster and top cover may be removed
and the cylinder placed within the stove oven until they are

dry.
During an operation the dressings, frames and adjuster

may be removed and the cylinder filled with boiling water, to
which has been added about a dram of common salt to the pintof water, the covers fitted tightly, and placed under the cold-
water tap. WThen the boiling water has reached the proper
temperature for use in .the wound, it can be poured from the
cylinder as from a pitcher. This enables the surgeon to ob¬
tain, at a moment's notice, all the sterilized physiologic salt
solution required without the addition of water that is con¬
taminated, for cooling purposes. The cylinder fits snuglyinto an instrument tray which is always ready and serviceable
for the sterilization of instruments on the kitchen stove.
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